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-Distribute readings before service, for time to prepare.

-Stop by baptistery ask “What are the symbols used in baptism?” (water, oil, candle, Holy Spirit, white, godparents)

-On walk to beach ask each to introduce themselves & “What did you come out to see?” by signing up for this workshop
By Water and the Word: 

The Theology of Baptism
Symbols of Baptism: Lessons & Readings

facilitated by 

Nancy Ann McLaughlin

NAECED 

on the beach

January 27, 2007

12:30 – 1:45 p.m.

Holy Baptism
A hymn, psalm, or anthem may be sung.

The people standing, the Celebrant says
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People

And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues


There is one Body and one Spirit;

People

There is one hope in God’s call to us;

Celebrant 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People

One God and Father of all.

Celebrant 
The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Celebrant 
Let us pray.

The Collect for Baptism
Almighty God, by our baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you turn us from the old life of sin: Grant that we, being reborn to new life in him, may live in righteousness and holiness all our days; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, now and for ever.

People
Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit.  
“By Water and the Word: The Theology of Baptism”

The theology of baptism IS contained in the water & the Word!  But water is just one of the symbols of baptism.  Yes the MAIN symbol, but baptism has so many elements that are all interconnected.  And the theology is contained in these symbols.  What we’ll do here is name the symbols and look at their meaning and do that in the context of Scripture as well as ancient and contemporary wisdom.

[If not done earlier:] Let’s start by listing some of these symbols or elements of baptism.  Then we’ll look at them one by one.

What comes to your mind when you hear “Baptism”?

[Acknowledge and repeat contributions so all hear.]

Ok, now let’s look at these symbols one by one.

Water:

Yes!  What kind of water? [take answers]

-life-giving – full of God’s power

The Didache is a collection of advice from the time of the Gospels and attributed to the apostles.  It starts with the great commandment of love God and love neighbor as self.  It then goes into a lengthy listing of what types of sins to avoid.—People were expected to change their ways when they were baptized.  And this is what was said about baptism:

A reading from the Didache:
But concerning baptism, thus shall ye baptize.

Having first recited all these things, 

baptize in living water.

But if thou hast not living water, 

then baptize in other water;

and if thou art not able in cold, 

then in warm.

But if thou hast neither, 

then pour water on the head thrice in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Here ends the reading.
Listen to the water.  Listen to it breath – in ... and ... out


& “cold” water!  Refreshing, invigorating, grabs your attention not stale or lifeless

What kind of water?  -cleansing


-repentance


-renounce all those things that make us feel unclean / not healthy/ not growing in God’s love

A Reading from the first chapter of Mark:

It is written in Isaiah the prophet:

“I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way”

“a voice of one calling in the desert,

‘Prepare the way for the Lord,

make straight paths for him.’”

And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.  Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. . . . And this was his message: “After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie.  I baptize you in water, but he will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”

Here ends the reading.
“But he will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew and Luke add “and with fire.”  We’re all familiar with the thrilling Pentecost story with a violent rushing wind and the tongues of fire that were said to have appeared on the Apostles and how they were able to then speak in other languages.  But this can make the coming of the Holy Spirit seem something just for special people in a far-away time and space.  In fact the coming of the Holy Spirit is meant for all who are baptized as Christians.

A Reading from the 19th Chapter of the book of Acts

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus.  There he found some disciples and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”

So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”

“John’s baptism,” they replied.

Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance.  He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”

On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  There were about twelve men in all.

Here ends the reading.
God’s gift of the Spirit is for all who are baptized.  We often could do a better job of accepting this gift!

Understanding the symbols associated with the Holy Spirit will help us know how to receive the Spirit.  What are some of the images used with the Spirit?

[dove, fire, oil]

The dove is interesting in many ways


a messenger that can fly to & from heaven


a being that can fly on the air/wind



innocence living in the breath of God

and such a dove was present at Jesus’ baptism

A Reading from the 1st chapter of Genesis

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters....

Here ends the reading.

Wind, breath, air – the essence of life – the presence of God


pure, yet powerful!

Fire is another one of the Spirit’s symbols of power.

In the baptism ceremony we have the fire of the Easter candle spread to the baptismal candle.


When someone is “on fire” it is a call to action.

Baptism seen this way is not just something done to you


or an acceptance of a list of beliefs

or even of letting God love you.

It is an agreement one makes with God in that love


to become partners 

–with Jesus through the power of the Spirit!

The fire not only calls one to action 

but purifies, clarifies, and changes one’s nature in the process.

Oil is also used in the baptism ceremony as a symbol of the Spirit.

And although water is the most visible symbol for baptism oil is very rich in meaning as well!

Oil is used for anointing


The Hebrew tradition anointed priests & kings 


--imparting the gift of the Spirit for these ministries

the Messiah means the anointed one


Messiah is the Hebrew word translated as Christ


we who follow Jesus the Christ “Christians” 

are also anointed with oil & the Spirit

Chrism (the special oil for this anointing) is consecrated by the bishop with these words:

“Eternal Father, whose blessed Son was anointed by the Holy Spirit to be the Savior and servant of all, we pray you to consecrate this oil, that those who are sealed with it may share in the royal priesthood of Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.”

And then after the water rite the baptized person receives a sign of the cross marked on their forehead with the words:

“You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.” Amen.
Oil as a symbol may be harder to understand than water, so let’s look at some ways oil has been used in the past and today.

What do you use oil for? [cooking, motor oil, baby oil, on salads....]

See how the symbolism isn’t automatically clear....?  I think this is one of the reasons people still think of baptism more in terms of water and cleansing than in terms of Spirit and power.

Here’s a few ideas that can help clarify:

Oil as healing and protection


baby oil, sunburn protection and treatment, hand lotion


protection from moisture and spoiling

In the exorcism rites of baptism in the early church often oil was rubbed on the candidate from head to foot.  Why would they do something like this?  You can think of it in terms of flea dip or killing ticks by putting oil on them..... Right?  Parasites – or other evil things --- feeding off you is not healthy.  The oil was symbolic of the Spirit’s protection from evils already encountered and sealing against future attacks.  But nowadays we just use a small cross on the forehead – sort of like only having to use a couple of drops of Advantage to protect your pet from fleas present and to come.....

A Reading from John Chrysostom’s Baptismal Homily:

As if he were about to lead you into heaven itself by means of these rites, he prepares to anoint your whole body with this spiritual oil so that his unction may armor all your limbs and make them invulnerable to any weapons the Enemy may hurl.

Here ends the reading.
Certainly the early Christians could use this type of protection, and so could we!  But oil was used twice in some of the early baptism rituals, the second time was an anointing for a dedicated purpose 

-- to set someone apart for a special task.
Here is the parallel from the Hebrew Scriptures:

A reading from the 30th chapter of the book of Exodus:

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Take the following fine spices: 500 shekels of liquid myrrh, half as much of fragrant cinnamon, 250 shekels of fragrant cane, 500 shekels of cassia – all according to the sanctuary shekel – and a hin of olive oil.  Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a perfumer.  It will be the sacred anointing oil.  Then use it to anoint the Tent of Meeting, the ark of the Testimony, the table and all the articles.... Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate them so they may serve me as priests.  Say to the Israelites, “This is to be my sacred anointing oil for the generations to come.  Do not pour it on men’s bodies and do not make any oil with the same formula.  It is sacred, and you are to consider it sacred.  Whoever makes perfume like it and whoever puts it on anyone other than a priest must be cut off from his people.”

Here ends the reading.
Anointing with God’s Chrism oil sets us apart for a specific purpose through the power of the Holy Spirit.  See how the idea of “anointed” or Messiah or Christ – is connected with “to christen” – to make Christian?  Just like the Old Spice or Jessica McClintock trademark scents can send a message, both to the wearer and to others, so too can we, in a sense, give off the fragrance of being Christian.  With hearts, minds, wills set on God’s purpose as constantly as breathing an aroma, nothing else will distract us from our covenant, our partnership with God.

Now this all happens in the context of a congregation of fellow Christians.  Godparents, Sponsors and the Christian Community are symbolic as well.  The sponsor’s care, love, support and dedication are a symbol of God and of God’s love for God’s child being baptized – hence “god”parent..  The Christian community as a whole represents the “Body of Christ” and each newly baptized person is also a member to be “incorporated.”

But at this point we still need to go back to another aspect of both water and the Spirit..... Death and Rebirth.

Water is powerful indeed as any of you who have experienced a drowning of a friend or relative or acquaintance knows.  Remember how we were all horrified by the impact of the huge tidal wave a few years ago?  [At times in the past a person’s guilt or innocence was determined through ordeals involving water.]  

Has anyone here been saved from drowning?


--experienced a “savior”?

A reading of the poem “The First Wave”

The green wave

Rose up before me

Blocking the sky.

It broke into white

Expanding fan and cracked,

Undertow pulling my small

Feet out from under me.

I felt my bottom then

Scrape along the rough sand

When my father’s giant hand

Reached down to grab my arm

And wrench me out of water

Suddenly to dazzling light,

The ocean pouring off

My shoulders---

Baptism.

Here ends the reading.

In baptism we die to our old self, our old habits and temptations, and unless we truly die, we cannot be born again of the Spirit

A Reading from the 3rd chapter of John
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.  He came to Jesus by night and said to him, 

“Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.”  

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”  

Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old?  Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 

Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 

What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.”
Here ends the reading.

And in the letter to the Romans we hear:

Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death?  

We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 

in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead 

through the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new life.  

If we have been united with him like this in his death, 

we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.

Here ends the reading.
Several of the fonts in the early church were in fact symbolic of the womb and of rebirth.  The newly baptized would come up out of the font like from the womb, wet, naked, messy.  In fact being naked was to some an important part of the ritual.

A reading from Cyril of Jerusalem’s Second Lecture on the Mysteries of Baptism:

As soon, then, as you entered, you put off your tunic.... Having stripped yourselves, you were naked.... O wondrous thing!  You were naked in the sight of all, and were not ashamed....”

Here ends the reading.

Now what could nakedness symbolize?

innocence

vulnerability

nothing to hide

Garden of Eden

total committment – nothing held back

unifier – nothing false added to make you appear better

new birth

-perhaps even the willingness to do the seeming ridiculous by the world’s standards for God


after getting naked in front of everyone


getting thoroughly wet


anything else God may ask of you can’t be that bad...

But finally after the water rite the newly baptized would be given a white garment.


purity, cleansing

beautiful white, like the first snowfall of the season. 

yes, the frilly baptismal gown worn once


But THEN what does a Christian wear?

The New Testament gives us several pieces of clothing:

- Jesus said, “I am going to send you what my Father has promised, but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

- Paul continues the thought:  You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires, to be made new in the attitude of your minds, and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.   (Ephesians 4:22-24)

.... Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers; against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. (Ephesians 6:10-17)
- So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. (Romans 13:14)

And when not engaged in battle:

- All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another... (1 Peter 5:5)

- As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. ... And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.  (Colossians 3:12-14)

- You are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians 3:26-27)

Here end the readings.
So baptism unifies us in Christ, 


and purifies us


and strengthens us to do God’s work.

We no longer wear the baptismal gown


but white albs can remind us of this “putting on Christ”


ALSO we can choose an element of clothing to wear, 



perhaps a cross, or a dove, or another symbol




or a perfume....?


to consciously remind us of our partnership with God.

“Partnership with God”  It’s all about the covenant relationship we accept with God.  God calls, we can choose to respond.

Power

Surrender

Lord, Savior

Servant, partner, friend, heir – child of God.

Guided meditation

I invite you to close your eyes.

- feel the warmth of God’s love in the sun

- feel the gentleness of God’s presence in the breeze

- feel the strength of God’s power in the waves
Now imagine yourself before God.  God wants to ask you something.

But first you need to get ready 

– mentally remove the thing that most often prevents you from doing the most loving thing.  

(Too much TV?  

too much pride?  

bad habit?  

closed mind?  

Too busy with the little things that you never tackle the big things?)  

Whatever it is take it off from you 

and throw it on the ground – yuck!  

What else is there?  

Take it off, too. 

One-by-one remove from yourself, 

from your life 

each thing that prevents you from being 

the whole, 

loving child of God 

you were meant to be.  

All done?  

Almost done?  

Ready to be done?  

You now realize that God is standing beside you 

– smiling at you.  

and You are now standing naked before God.... 

In the warmth of God’s love, 

in the gentleness of God’s presence, 

in the strength of God’s power.  

God is there at your side, 

you are standing together.  

God asks finally, “Are you ready?” [pause]  

Now, as you open your eyes 

to the day-to-day world 

I will ask you: 

“Are you ready 

to profess your faith 

and commitment 

to God 

through your life in the world?”  Yes.? Yes!  

The Celebrant says
Do you here present desire to reaffirm your relationship with God through the renewal of your baptismal covenant?

Candidate

I do.

So now, 

remaining alongside the water 

first TURN  to face the world and all of  its distractions

and with God at your back

—backing you up 

-- confront your distractions from partnership with God.  

In the early church the candidates were instructed to face the West – the symbolic direction of darkness and raise their hands against the evil or the adversaries they perceived

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates
Question
Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces

of wickedness that rebel against God?

Answer
I renounce them.

Question
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world

which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?

Answer
I renounce them.

Question
Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you

from the love of God?

Answer
I renounce them.

Now, TURN TOWARD God’s life-giving water, stand tall and proud!  and I ask you as individuals:

Question
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your



Savior?

Answer
I pledge myself, Christ, to you.

Question
Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

Answer
I do.

Question

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your


Lord?

Answer
I do.

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying

And to you all who are gathered:
Will you who witness each other’s vows do all in your

power to support these persons in their life in Christ?

People
We will.

The Celebrant then says
Let us join together in committing ourselves to Christ by renewing our baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant
Do you believe in God the Father?

People

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

    creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

People

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

  He descended to the dead.

  On the third day he rose again.

  He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

People

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

  the holy catholic Church,

  the communion of saints,

  the forgiveness of sins,

  the resurrection of the body,

  and the life everlasting.

Celebrant 
Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and



fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 



prayers?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever



you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 
Will you proclaim by word and example the Good

News of God in Christ?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving

your neighbor as yourself?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant 
Will you strive for justice and peace among all

people, and respect the dignity of every human

being?

People

I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates
The Celebrant then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for ourselves and all who have received the

Sacrament of new birth, and all who are renewing their commitment to Christ.

The following petitions are shared:
First Person
Deliver us, O Lord, from the way of sin and


death.

People 
Lord, hear our prayer.

Second Person
Open our hearts to your grace and truth.

People
Lord, hear our prayer.

Third Person
Fill us with your holy and life‑giving Spirit.

People
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fourth Person
Keep us in the faith and communion of your holy


Church.

People
Lord, hear our prayer.

Fifth Person
Teach us to love others in the power of the Spirit.

People
Lord, hear our prayer.

Sixth Person
Send us into the world in witness to your love.

People
Lord, hear our prayer.

Seventh Person
Bring us to the fullness of your peace and glory.

People


Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water/Ocean

WALK INTO THE WATER.....
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying
 

The Lord be with you.

People 

And also with you.

Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.

Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.

Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage

in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus

received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy

Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death

and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are

buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his

resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in

the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water (scoop water up with shell & pour it from high)
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your

Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and

born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus

Christ our Savior.  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

Baptismal Renewal
Instructions are given for the water rite.
Think now about those you work with and live with .... 


They may be your fellow Christians 


– those who will support you, 


those who will challenge you 


and at times tempt you away from God’s path,



away from wholeness of life.  


But these (for better or worse) 



are who you have been given by God 




to live and work with!  

I invite you now to think of someone in your life 


who challenges you to further growth. 

Let them become your John the Baptist figure 

– let them be your reminder in the days to come 


to continually turn again toward God.  

Remember too, that although generally an ordained person does baptisms for the church – ANY Christian CAN baptize and certainly call us to renew that baptismal covenant with God.  

And to celebrate this renewal of your baptismal covenant today I invite you also to pick someone here present and ask them to solemnly and symbolically anoint you with water today to seal your commitment to partner with God in love.  

And remember that the early church had many different ceremonies for baptism – some had foot washing, some had full immersion, the first Book of Common Prayer described dipping the child first on one side, then the other and then face first into the font – but feel free to do sprinkling or pouring.  The essential elements have long been WATER and the TRINITY.  

(When you are done, gather again for the closing.....)
The use of Chrism on the forehead with the sign of the cross is here used in the celebration of the Sacrament of Baptism.

In the Baptism rite the oil of Chrismation would be used at this point.  A cross of oil anointing the newly baptized!  And wherever we use the sign of the cross in the name of the Trinity it is to remind us of ALL these elements of baptism.

So now together we say, “In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”... Friends, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked  as Christ’s own for ever.  Amen.

[This is where the NAECED presentation ended.]

When this action has been completed for all candidates, the celebrant, at a place

in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy

Spirit you have bestowed upon us your servants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised us to the new life of grace. Sustain us, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give us an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Send us forth in the power of that Spirit to perform the service you set before us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Let us welcome each other in our renewed baptismal commitment.

Celebrant and People
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith

of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with

us in his eternal priesthood.

Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People

And also with you.

Alternative Ending
If there is no celebration of the Eucharist, the service continues with the Lord’s Prayer
First Person:

Our Father in heaven,

Second Person:
hallowed be your Name,

Third Person:

your kingdom come,

Fourth Person:
your will be done,

Fifth Person:

on earth as in heaven.

Sixth Person:

Give us today our daily bread.

Seventh Person:
Forgive us our sins

Eighth Person:
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Ninth Person:

Save us from the time of trial,

Tenth Person:

and deliver us from evil.

All:


For the kingdom, 




the power,




and the glory are yours




now and for ever.  




Amen.

The Celebrant then says
All praise and thanks to you, most merciful Father, for

adopting us as your own children, for incorporating us into

your holy Church, and for making us worthy to share in the

inheritance of the saints in light; through Jesus Christ your

Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
Other prayers may be added, concluding with this prayer
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from

whom every family in heaven and earth is named, grant you

to be strengthened with might by his Holy Spirit, that, Christ

dwelling in your hearts by faith, you may be filled with all the

fullness of God.  Amen.
Excerpts from 

Concerning the Service & Additional Directions
Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into

Christ’s Body the Church. The bond which God establishes in Baptism

is indissoluble.

Holy Baptism is appropriately administered within the Eucharist as the

chief service on a Sunday or other feast.

Each candidate for Holy Baptism is to be sponsored by one or more

baptized persons.

Sponsors of adults and older children present their candidates and

thereby signify their endorsement of the candidates and their intention to

support them by prayer and example in their Christian life. Sponsors of

infants, commonly called godparents, present their candidates, make

promises in their own names, and also take vows on behalf of their

candidates.

It is fitting that parents be included among the godparents of their own

children. Parents and godparents are to be instructed in the meaning of

Baptism, in their duties to help the new Christians grow in the knowledge

and love of God, and in their responsibilities as members of his Church.

Holy Baptism is especially appropriate at the Easter Vigil, on the

Day of Pentecost, on All Saints’ Day or the Sunday after All Saints’

Day, and on the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord (the First Sunday

after the Epiphany). It is recommended that, as far as possible,

Baptisms be reserved for these occasions or when a bishop is

present.

If on the four days listed above there are no candidates for Baptism,

the Renewal of Baptismal Vows, page 292, may take the place of the

Nicene Creed at the Eucharist.

Lay persons may act as readers, and it is appropriate for sponsors to

be assigned this function. The petitions (page 305) may also be led by

one of the sponsors.

If the Presentation of the Candidates does not take place at the font,

then before or during the petitions (page 305), the ministers,

candidates, and sponsors go to the font for the Thanksgiving over the

Water.

If the movement to the font is a formal procession, a suitable psalm,

such as Psalm 42, or a hymn or anthem, may be sung.

Where practicable, the font is to be filled with clean water

immediately before the Thanksgiving over the Water.

At the Thanksgiving over the Water, and at the administration of

Baptism, the celebrant, whenever possible, should face the people across

the font, and the sponsors should be so grouped that the people may have

a clear view of the action.

After the Baptism, a candle (which may be lighted from the Paschal

Candle) may be given to each of the newly baptized or to a godparent.

It may be found desirable to return to the front of the church for the

prayer, “Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit,”

and the ceremonies that follow it.  A suitable psalm, such as Psalm 23, or a

hymn or anthem, may be sung during the procession.

The oblations of bread and wine at the baptismal Eucharist may be

presented by the newly baptized or their godparents.
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